A. Courses dataset
The Courses dataset contains 88 events identified as Courses; the distribution of the proportions of invited female speakers for these events is shown on Fig. S3c . The average proportion of female speakers across the different Courses (estimated at 27%) is marginally lower than the estimated baseline (GLM, event vs. society data, χ 2 1 = 5.4, p = 0.020).
Yet again, we find a significant, positive effect of the proportion of women among the organizers on the proportion of invited female speakers ( Fig. S5 ; GLMM, proportion of female organizers; χ 2 1 = 8.3, p = 0.0039).
Of the 88 Course organizers we emailed, 53 filled in our questionnaire. In contrast to the Conference and Congress symposia dataset, the propensity of organizers to answer the questionnaire was not affected by the proportion of invited female speakers. Moreover, when we restrict the data to events for which a reply was received, none of the tested factors had an effect on the proportion of invited female speakers.
B. Guidelines

B.1. ESEB, SMBE and Evolution 2017 SMBE
The final decision on the selection of symposia, invited and contributed talks will be made jointly by the LOC and International Advisory Board. Criteria will include quality of the proposals, breath of interest to SMBE membership, and representation of the diversity of SMBE membership among speakers.
Source: http://www.smbe2017.org/call-for-symposia/, accessed on 2017-08-03.
ESEB
The organizers of ESEB 2017 [. . . ] 
Source:
http://www.eseb2017.nl/programme/symposium-information-/, accessed on 2017-08-03.
Evolution -SSE
All organizers of the SSE Spotlight Sessions were explicitly asked via email to consider speaker diversity (Aneil Agrawal, pers. comm..) 
B.2. ESEB and SSE over time ESEB symposia
SSE symposia
Q5
The raw data of the study will be shared on the digital repository Dryad. Do you accept your replies to Questions Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4 to be included in the analysis and hence shared on Dryad?
Yes No
The study will run until July 2017. Please check this box if you wish to be informed about its outcome. NB: "invited" = invited and accepted the invitation, i.e., people actually coming to the event; this can include some organizers.
Please click on
You can check the list of names that we used to compile the numbers.
We are aware that women may decline invitations more often than men do, but we want to focus on the eventual proportion of female speakers. You can also use this space to send us comments, if you wish. In particular, if this is a yearly event and if we already contacted you last year, we are curious to know if our survey affected your choice of speakers this year.
Q0
Q5
The raw data of the study will be shared on the digital repository Dryad. Do you accept your replies to Questions Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4 to be included in the analysis and hence shared on Dryad? (if not, we will not be able to use these replies in our analysis)
Yes
No
Please check this box if you wish to be informed about the outcome of this study. 
